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It is a common observation that most dead plants and animals
are quickly destroyed by decay. They are not likely to be fossilized
unless they are rather quickly covered by some protecting material.
Also, oxygen must be largely excluded, as decay is dependent on
oxidation. Such favorable conditions are most usual in lakes, seas,
or marshes. Organisms with hard parts are much more likely to be
fossilized than are those without jbhem; for this reason the very
primitive and soft plants
and animals are rarely
fossilized.

Age of fossils. In the
formation of sedimentary
rocks the oldest naturally
occur at the bottom of the
series and the youngest at
the top. The most ancient
fossils will be found in the
oldest rocks, while the
most recent fossils will be
in the youngest rocks. In
the past history of the
earth, areas that were un-
der the sea have risen and
become dry land (Fig. 408),
while some of the areas
that were formerly dry
land are now under the
sea. Owing to erosion and the washing of materials from the land
into the sea (Fig. 409) there is a general tendency for the surface
of the dry land to be washed away, while that under the sea is
built up by the accumulation of deposited material. In this way
rocks are built up while the land is submerged, and are worn away
when the land is exposed.

Sometimes the same land has been elevated above the sea more
than once. While the land is submerged, layers of rock are formed.
When the land is exposed as the result of elevation, the rock begins
to be eroded, and if the area is exposed for a long period it may be
removed to a considerable depth. If such an area is again sub-
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